Physician assistants as administrators. Opportunities in management. Panel discussion.
Physician assistants' involvement in administration focused on educational programs early in the profession's history. Recently, PAs have begun to work as administrators in hospitals and other settings. Preparation for management positions varies from on-the-job training to graduate degrees in business administration and public health. Clinical experience as a PA increases marketability in health care administration. Physician assistants who work as clinicians and administrators may find it difficult to balance responsibilities. In this forum, four PAs who helped pioneer this role explain how they became administrators and answer questions raised by other PAs interested in this growing job opportunity.